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The V/olce T the Orthodox Jew sh Communicry

Maryland — Mr. “A” Moves to Baltimore*

Dec 31 2009

Well, Mr. “A” is now ordering pizza at the local kosher pizza shops in Baltimore,
according to a report in Baltimore Jewish Times. Indeed, he was seen at Tov Pizza
on Reisterstown Road.

He is here in Baltimore apparently with the knowledge of the rabbinical Vaad.
They knew he was coming, but we, the community they supposedly serve, were sup-
posed to find out when he showed up in public.

Is it possible that his very presence poses a risk to the Jewish community? Is it
over the top to even think that?

But Mr. A is bringing the baggage of his fraud conviction and even his informant
status to Baltimore.

It just seems as if our rabbinic “leadership,” has acted on this community’s behalf
without checking the pulse of the very people they serve. Or maybe the leadership
doesn’t care what you think or what I think.

It doesn’t take much imagination to see how a person with Mr. A’s status could
cause collateral damage in terms of pure personal safety to the members of our
community.

* This article originally appeared in a Baltimore Jewish Times blog. This post was not online as
of January 2, 2017. Vosizneias re-published this post on December 31, 2009. The name of the
alleged criminal has been omitted.
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Criminals in Shul:
Should Convicted Felons be
Welcomed in Our Communities?

ne of the most tragic phenomena plaguing contemporary Orthodox

Jewry, without question, is that of highly publicized crimes committed
by members of our communities. Tragically, and shamefully, we are no longer
shocked to see news broadcasts showing yarmulke-clad men in handcuffs or on
the defendant’s stand in court. To our disgrace, Orthodox Jewry has produced in
recent years a significant number of high-profile criminals convicted of molesta-
tion, rape, drug trafficking, money laundering, bank fraud, Ponzi schemes, and
all kinds of other serious offenses. Each and every incident on its own, not to
mention their cumulative effect in the aggregate, has created a grave 'n %n that
must concern all of us.

As part of our community’s effort to properly and effectively respond and put
an end to the disturbing trend, we need to address the difficult question of how
to treat convicted criminals after their prison terms are completed. Should they
be accepted and granted the opportunity to prove themselves again worthy of
respect and the benefits of communal membership, or should they be shunned?
On the one hand, we might assume that once a prison sentence has been served,
and the offender has received his due punishment as deemed appropriate by
our country’s justice system, there is no longer any need or justification for
imposing additional suffering upon the criminal and his family. On the other
hand, it could be argued that the Orthodox community has the responsibility
to send a loud, clear and unequivocal message rejecting criminal behavior, and
accepting former convicts as congregation members could easily be interpreted
as accepting their misdeeds, as well.

This question can also be asked with regard to non-prosecutable moral
failings, such as instances of a consensual extramarital affair and the like. If a
prominent figure has been disgraced by revelations of illicit behavior, should he
be reaccepted to his congregation and community, or should he be banished as
a statement of condemnation of his wayward conduct?

It must be emphasized that this entire discussion relates specifically to situ-
ations where the convict can be assumed not to pose any sort of public threat.
Violent criminals may reasonably be considered dangerous even after serving
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